Arranging a Vermont Press Visit
At the Vermont Department of Tourism and Marketing, we understand the value of maintaining good media relations and are always happy to work with members of the media to arrange press trips. Following are the services we offer to journalists and the requirements we have for arranging press visits. Please review the following carefully. If you have questions, or would like to further discuss a press trip to Vermont, please contact Erica Houskeeper at (802) 828-0528 or e-mail Erica.Houskeeper@state.vt.us.
Resources

1) We first like to have an initial consultation with journalists about Vermont stories they are developing so that we can better understand their needs and possibly suggest additional angles, locations, as well as resources they may wish to consult before they arrive or while they are here that will help add to the piece.

2) We encourage journalists, as part of their initial research, to first visit the official Vermont tourism website www.VermontVacation.com for ideas.

3) We can provide customized press kits based on a journalist’s individual information needs.

4) We can supply high-resolution images (300 dpi) to supplement stories, although it is very helpful to know in advance if images will eventually be needed for a piece. We have an extensive image collection, but may not always be able to fulfill very specific image requests on a very tight deadline. 

5) We have seasonal B-roll available in BETA-SP format to supplement video productions.

6) We can help to arrange for complimentary or discounted lodging, complimentary admission to attractions, and in some cases, complimentary meals.

7) While each request is evaluated on a case-by-case basis, we generally do not provide airfare or transportation.

Requirements

1) As a matter of professional courtesy, we ask that journalists give us at least two weeks notice in advance of asking for assistance in arranging a press trip. Understanding that assignments sometimes arise at the last minute, the level of service we are able to provide is directly proportional to the amount of time in which we are allowed to give it.

2) Journalists must have a confirming letter of assignment from an editor. (Exceptions may be made if the journalist has a demonstrated track record of producing stories about Vermont or New England for specific publications). We reserve the right to follow up with the publication to confirm the assignment.

3) The Department works primarily with journalists who will be visiting more than one area of Vermont during their visit. If they are seeking to cover a particular town or destination, we will generally put them directly in touch with the local chamber of commerce or destination.

4) The journalist must be able to provide the Department with copies of some recent clips. These are essential in securing complimentary services. Links to online versions of the pieces in the publications in which they appeared are also acceptable.
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